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MEMQRAffDVM F 


SUBJECT: 



21 May 1957 


Director of Central Intelligence 

Proposed Amendment of the Communication* 
Ant to provide Reciprocity 


1. This memorandum is for briefing purposes for poor 
Friday meeting, 24 May, with the President in accordance with 

the notice from Mr. Caller. 

2. The Communications Act of 1934 prohibits any alien 
from being granted a license to opernte a radio station. This 
includes foreign governments or any repr a tentative thereof. 

Yho Department of State haa proposed legislation to amend the 
Ad empowering the President to authorise foreign governments 
to operate radio stations at their respective embattles or 
legations in Washington for transmission to specified points 
outside the United States. This authorisation should he strictly 
conditioned as to power, compliance with FCC and other regulatory 
controls and would be bated on the grant of substantial reciprocal 
privileges to the United States. 

I. The departments and agencies having an Interest in 
this proposed legislation are State, Defense, Justice, CIA. OT5M, 

••4 FCC. The attached memorandum {TAB A) outlines the arguments 
which have heretofore been submitted by certain of these agencies. 
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Justice • Reflecting view* expressed by FBI* The Director 
of flu FBI bee expressed tlu view tbet the installation by foreign 
governments el radio stations in W asking ton weald give them a 
potential lor intelligence and connteriatsUlgence operations and 
d* nee el sack stations as a bom lag device, and weald add con- 
siderably to internal security problems already facing oar domestic 
intelligence agencies. 

BC - Reached similar conclusions te these of Justice in a 
letter from Mr. Hoover as Chairman of tbs BC te tike Chairman at 
2 CIS. 


POSITION ON RECIPROCITY NOT FINALLY ASCERTAINED 

Defense * Raised, several technical obj actions seme of which 
appeared te overemphasise certain difficulties, particularly in dm 
matter el frequencies, and ethers which apparently did net tabs into 
consideration the current existence ad n network of I 




Defense alee claimed that radio trans- 
missions from foreign embassies hi Washington could during 
emergencies render Ineffective its centred of electro- magnetic 


radiations (CONELRAD), Hm most recant Information is Oat 
Defense has base reconsidering it* objections and while there Is 
•till a split of opinion the balance has bean a winging towards favoring 
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reciprocity and may m be staled to be about equally lor and 
*S*la*t within the Department. 

SIM * have sot baas obtained from ODM 

*** tha Department of State believe* that their decision would be 
favorable towards reciprocity. 

4. Die cue* loo • Whs ear C ommu n i c at ions Office began 

discussion* of reciprocity with the Department of State Communications 

were almost alone in its support. FCC. which asm fairly 

recently was strongly opposed to legislation for reciprocity, is 

aow ea the positive side. This was largely due to the fact that they 

originally misunderstood both the c o n cept and many of the 

implications of reciprocity. Somewhat the same history has Mowed 

i* the Deportment of Defence, where through a program of education 

«•* discussion the opposition has gradually come to an understanding 

of "bat Ow proposal moans and at the present time, as stated above. 

Ac pendulum fans swung probably to dead center if net to ttu s favorable 
side. 


5. “The Department of Justice which reflects consis tentl y 
ths TUI, and th« 1G2S and HC which are in similar position, have 
depended almost entirely on the increased risk to internal security. 
Bower, it is our understanding that about a year ago Mr. Hoover 
informed the Department of State that he was aware of other factors 
besides the internal •ocurity aspects and that he. therefore, regarded 
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**•**•» M one of high policy, believe hi. position to 
tow* been atjhaj ^tirae that if it is decided that the new legislation 
Is desirable as an over-all policy be would make no objection. 

& is quite dear, however, that he weald not endorse or concur 
in it. 


*• qsite dearly, therefore, between the IT. 3. 

•••* ^ peacetime and emergency radio stations in diplomatic 
missions and the ha sard to internal security presented by the 
presence in the U. 8. of foreign diplomatic radio stations. The 
internal security aspects are outside of the jurisdiction of this 



fsod guidance in this problem. They hove taken a liberal view 
** ssdprocity and have normally granted rights when requested. 
W* believe, therefore, that their csmmunl cations system is far 

S 
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C€J Chief of Operations w/att 
DD/I w/att 

legislative Counsel w/att 
Communication* w/att 
DD/S w/att 
General Counsel w/att 
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